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Officer Moro: A fine addition to local police

The Towanda Police Department®s latest officer does not camy & gun.

And he would beok pretty silly weanng a hat, But CHficer Moo
dioes have his own badge a5 well as the authority 1o assist his
fellow officers in amresting local law breakers. For while he can't
carry o sidemrm, Officer Moro does bring his own uniguee tslents
i uncoverng illegal controlled substances, a8 well as finding
people who are lost or in hiding.

CiTecer Moro 1 o Cerman shepherd dog, mid yet 2 years old, whao,
along with his “parner” Towanda Officer John Hemnesay,
recenily completed an intensive K-9 training program. Moro is
mow fully trained bo snifl out manjeana, cocaine, heroin and
methamphetamine, 1 called upon, Moro 15 also capable of
tracking down erimimals, as well as finding lost hunters and
missing children

I was through the eifons and generosity of Hurley "5
Supermarkets that Officer Moro was able to become a member of
the Towanda Police Department. Hurley's entersd o comtest in
2005 sponsoned by Kmil Foodt oo determme which store i the
region had the best display of Milk-Bone dog biscuis. Hurley's
wia, and designated the 53,000 prize money 1o Towanda police 1o pay for More's purchase

However, Mo was gill a “rookie” when he came to Towanda, and 30 trhining was necetdary to sharpen his naneral abalitses
o identify specific odors, and “inform™ his fellow officers when something is amiss. Officer Hennessy also completed an
exbensive training course that tsught him kow o properly use Mo as o police dog

Seientivg have estimated that a German shepherd’s sende of amell is approximately | million times better than a hufman®s.
Mhis means Moso will be able to tell if a person is carrying marijuana illicitly in his pocket much more readily than a human
officer, who |mr|||n||:|. can |.'||1I:.. Eeldl of i8"s mrownd ol it"s huin!_ smodked

Usimg dogs to detect drugs is nothing new — the praciice was staned in carmest in many metropolitan areas in the | %60s_ and
miet with great success. But — a8 Moro himself has demonstrated — effective K-9 units are not cheap. Many smaller
communities canpol alTord such ine animals, and either have 1o make dwe wathout, or depend spon the genersaty of one
owned by & becal dog tramer,

Following the completion of his training, Moro was officially swom in recently by Towanda Mayor Richard Snell as a
member of the depanment. Moo and DiMicer Hemnessy have been making the rounds, intreducing themselves to the
community. According 1o reports, Mo has been a big hit with many of the students when he shows ap at the becal schools,
Orificer Hennessy recently reported that — as of the moment — Moro hasn®t made any big drug busts yet, but he assares that it"s
only a matter of time before his talents will be put o good use

Thanks 1o all the felks &t Hurey "s who worked very hard on the Milk Bore display, as well as the dedication of Officer
Henmessy, the Towanda Police Department now has a new member whose unigue talents will be an invaluable asset on the
lacal war on dﬂljﬁ as well as other crimes. Moro 15 expected o remain a full-teme aflicer on the force for the next s1x o eight
years, and o perform some of his dutles even after be goes into retirement.

As the old saving goes ~ " A dog is man’s best friend.” Moro has become the best friend of all the lecal police, and by
extension best friend 1o the communeiies they all serve, 'We wash (HTicer Moro and Officer Hennessy the best of heck i their
Jodnt effort o protect and serve all the decent hard-working people of this area.



